Just before reaching Char Minar one passes under an arch which is*
called the *' Machli-Kaman " or the Arch of the Fish, that being an insignia
of high rank from which during the Moharrum an illuminated fish in wicker
work covered with scarlet cloth is suspended. There are four arches each
50 feet high at this point across the street one to each quarter of the
compass.

The stately Char Minar is indeed the &taH'otWKfc of the Qutub
Shahi period. The purpose of this monument has been a mystery to some
archeologists, but a student with insight into the architectural themes of the
period might well believe that it was built as a gateway in front of the
beautiful piazza on which the lofty portals of the royal palaces opened.
M. M. Thevenot and Tavernier who saw the buildings of Hyderabad write
that the king's palace continued to the four towers where it terminated in
a lofty pavillion wherein the king sat when he chose to give audience to the
people. Apparently it served on such occasions the purpose of an
entrance hall,

THE MOSQUE, PUBLIC GARDENS

The style of architecture is Indo-Saracenic of the Shah Jahan period
with necessary modifications to make it conform with the style adopted
for the town hall. (See page 12)

The accommodation provided within the mosque is for 102 persons
placed comfortably apart.

The mosque consists of high and low level platforms with a cistern in
the latter. The mosque proper is 40 feet long between walls and 16 feet
wide and is floored with marble. The walls are 2 feet thick and 20 teet
hi<sh to the crown of the arches carrying the side and centre domes. The
centre and abutment pillars in front are 9 feet 6 inches high, to the top of
their ornamental capital with Gothic arches springing over them. The side
minarets in front are 50 feet high and carry ornamental balconies with
parapets at three stages of their height. The high and low level platforms
have reinforced cement parapets. The low platform is ascended by one
flitfht of steps 40 feet long and the high level one by two flights of steps of
20&feet long. The verandah is 15 feet wide covered over with asbesto;
roofing on four iron columns with ornamental brackets.
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